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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

American Library Association, et al., 

 

Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

Keith Sonderling, et al., 

 

Defendants. 

 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 1:25-cv-01050 

 

 

JOINT MOTION FOR ENTRY OF A BRIEFING SCHEDULE 

 

In light of the government’s reopening, the parties hereby jointly move for the entry of the 

briefing schedule proposed below, which only memorializes the extension provided in Judge 

Boasberg’s November 13, 2025, Standing Order No. 25-59.  The parties do not seek to modify the 

default 53-day extension.  

Plaintiffs filed this litigation on April 7, 2025, ECF No. 1 to challenge the Defendants’ 

dismantling of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). Plaintiffs subsequently 

moved for a preliminary injunction on April 10, 2025, ECF No. 13, which the court denied the 

preliminary injunction on June 6, 2025. Plaintiffs moved for summary judgement on September 5, 

2025, ECF No. 58. Per the scheduling order in effect at that time, Defendants’ brief was due 

October 3, 2025. The government shutdown began on October 1, 2025, and, per this Court’s 

standing order, D.D.C. S. O. No. 25-55 (Oct. 1, 2025), the government’s brief due date was stayed.  

Now that the government has reopened, the parties propose the following briefing 

schedule, in accordance with the standing order’s timing requirements. Plaintiffs request that the 

Court enter the following modified briefing schedule: 
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• On or before November 25, 2025: Defendants’ combined opposition, cross-motion for 

summary judgment, and motion to dismiss due; 

• On or before December 16, 2025: Plaintiffs’ combined reply and response to Defendants’ 

cross-motion for summary judgment and motion to dismiss due; 

• On or before December 30, 2025: Defendants’ reply in support of their cross-motion for 

summary judgment and motion to dismiss due. 

The deadlines proposed in this schedule reflect extensions of the deadlines that would 

follow from standard operation of Local Civil Rule 7, affording adequate time to brief this 

challenge. A proposed order is attached. 

For the foregoing reasons, the parties request that the Court adopt the proposed briefing 

schedule. 

Dated: November 18, 2025 /s/ Pooja A. Boisture___________ 

Pooja A. Boisture (NY Bar No. 5104559)* 

Orlando Economos (DC Bar No. 90013791) 

Kayla M. Kaufman (DC Bar No. 90029091) 

Robin F. Thurston (DC Bar No. 1531399) 

Skye Perryman (DC Bar No. 984573) 

Democracy Forward Foundation 

P.O. Box 34553 

Washington, DC 20043 

(202) 448-9090 

pboisture@democracyforward.org 

oeconomos@democracyforward.org 

kkaufman@democracyforward.org 

rthurston@democracyforward.org 

sperryman@democracyforward.org 

 

/s/ Chris Gair__________________ 

Chris Gair (Ill. Bar No. 6190781)*  

Vilia Dedinas (Ill. Bar No. 6191614)*  

John Gallo (Ill. Bar No. 6193988)*  

Ingrid Yin (Ill. Bar No. 6339857)*  

Gair Gallo Eberhard LLP  

1 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 2600  

Chicago, Illinois 60601  
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(312) 600-4900  

cgair@gairgallo.com  

vdedinas@gairgallo.com  

jgallo@gairgallo.com  

iyin@gairgallo.com  

 

Counsel for Plaintiffs  

 

* Admitted pro hac vice 

 

BRETT A. SHUMATE  

Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Division  

 

ERIC J. HAMILTON 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 

 

JOSEPH E. BORSON 

Assistant Branch Director 

Federal Programs Branch 

  

/s/ Heidy L. Gonzalez   

HEIDY L. GONZALEZ  

(FL Bar No. 1025003) 

U.S. Department of Justice  

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 

1100 L Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC  20005 

Telephone: (202) 598-7409 

Email: heidy.gonzalez@usdoj.gov 

 

Attorneys for Defendants 
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