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Ms. Luanne James, Ms. Mindy Barrett, & IVk Cody York
Linebaugh Public Library
105 WestVine Street

Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Dear Ms. James, Ms. Barrett & IvIr. York,

My offlce and the Tennessee State Library & Atchives have long recognized and supported local

confrol and local decision-making in libraries. Library decisions should be shaped by the values of
the library's community as well as the fiscal limitations that require tough decisions about how to

spend finite dollars over an almost infrnite number of books. Libraries are best suited to make the

decisions regarding the books they purchase, and they also have policies in place to review

materials that may be challenged. I believe that this level of local decision-making helps build a

strong library that is well-supported by its community.

Libraries, however, often use state and federal funding that is typically facilitated tlrough the

Tennessee State Library & Archives to purchase materials for their collections. It is my
responsibility and the responsibility of the State Librarian andArchivist to ensure that any recipient

of state or federal funds understands that it must comply with all applicable federal and state laws

and $ant agreements. I am keenly aware of the need to ensure that our federal and state flnding is
used in accordance with all laws and not put at risk due to potential misuse by an individual library

or librarian. Said more specifically, I cannot allow the actions of one library to potentially harm and

impact over 200 other libraries throughout the state.

I want to do all I can to ensure that local decision-making for materials purchased with state and

federal funds remains intact, and I need your help to ensure that the decisions around collection

purchases are in accordance with all applicable laws and the Regional Library System's Library

Service Agreement

With this background as context, I am asking the following of each library in the Regional

Library System:
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1. Please undertake an immediate age-appropriateness review (over the next 60 days) of alt
materials in your juvenile children's section. As part of this review, please identifr any materials
that may be inconsistent with Tennessee age-appropriateness laws, in violation of any federal
law, including President Trump's Executive Order, or otherwise contrary to any other applicable
state or federal laws.

The 86316 of Directors should be provided a report of the review from the Library
Director.

The Board of Directors should also intemally initiate the reconsideration of materials
process for any item it believes to be in violation of state or federal law.

2' Please provide a final report of your review to my office and the Teruressee State Librarian and
Archivist by January 19,2026. The report should include a sunmary of any titles thht you
determined were not age-appropriate for the juvenile children's section and what actions the
board took regarding such titles.

Additionall5 legitimate conceflLs about a particular book in your juvenile children,s collection
have been brought to my attention. Fred Gets Dressed, by Peter Brown, is worthy of review both for
age-appropriateness and to determine whether the book and its purchase comply with president
Trump's Executive Order titled "Defending Women from Gender Ideology Extremism and
Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government," which I shared with you in an earlier letter
(enclosed).

I recommend that, if you have questions regarding these reviews, your library,s county or city
attomey gurde you through the reviews.

I have asked our State Librarian & Archivist, Jamie Ritter, to reach out to you directly to help
answer questions you may have and to clarift any aspect of your juvenile children's collection
review. He will be in touch with you to schedule a time to discuss this.

I want to thank you for your continued service. As I have said before, strong libraries are
essential to strong communities. Thank you once again for the many ways you are serving your
community

b.

Sincerelyi"w
Tre Hargett

Secretary of State



Tre Hargett
Secretary of State

State of Tennessee

The Secretary of State
State Capitol

Nashville, Tennessle 37 243_0305

October 31,2025

615_741_2819
Tre.Hargett@tn.gov

Ms. Cassandra Taylor and Mr. Cody york
Smyrna public Library -'l

400 Enon Springs W
Smyma, TN 37167

Dear Ms. Taylor and Mr. york,

My office and the Tennessee State Library & Archives have long recognized and supportedIocal control and local decision-mutin* in libraries . Librarydecisions ,nJuau. shaped by thevalues of the library s communify as well as the fiscal limitations that require tough decisionsabout how to spend finite dollart out. an almost infinite number of books. Libraries are bestsuited to make the decisions regarding the books ttrey purcrrase, and they also have policies inplace to review materials that may b.-.hutt.rgea. t uetleve that this level of local decision-making helps build a strong ribrary that is *.ir-rupported by its community.

Libraries' however' often use state and federal funding that is typically facilitated through theTennessee State Library & Archives to purchase material-s for their coil..tiorr. It is myresponsibility and the responsibilify of the State Librarian and Archivist to ensure that anyrecipient of state or federal funds understands that it must comply with all applicable federar andstate laws and grant agreements' I am keenly aware of the need to ensure that our federar a,dstate funding is used in accordance with all laws and not put at risk due to potential misuse by anindividual library or librarian' Said more specifically, I cannot arow the actions of one library topotentially harm and impact over 200 other librari* irrrougrrout the state.

I want to do all I can to ensure that local decision-making for materials purchased with stateand federal tunds remains intact, and I need ,orr;.i;-;;^;;rrr. that the decisions aroundcollection purchases are in accordance with all applicable laws and the Regional LibrarySystem's Library Service Agreement.
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with this background as context, I am asking the following of each library in the Regional

Library System:

1, Please undertake an immediate age-appropriateness review (over the next 60 days) of all

materials in your juvenile children's section, As part of this review, please identiff any

materials that may be inconsistent with Tennessee age-appfopriateness laws' in violation of

any federal law, including President Trump's Executive order, or otherwise contrary to any

other applicable state or federal laws'

a. The Board of Directors should be provided with a report of the review from the

Library Director'

b. The Board of Directors should also internally initiate the reconsideration of the

materials process for any item it believes to be in violation of state or federal law

2. Please provide a final report of your review to my office and the Tennessee State Librarian

andArchivistbyJanuarytg,2026,ThereportshouldincludeaSummaryofanytitlesthat
you determined were not age-appropriate for the juvenile children,s section and what actions

the board took regarding such titles'

I recommend that, if you have questions regarding this review' your library's county or city

attorney guide you through the review'

I have asked our State Librarian & Archivist, Jamie Ritter, to reach out to you directly to help

answer questions you may have and to clarifu any aspect of your juvenile children's collection

review. He will be in touch with you to schedule a time to discuss this'

I want to thank you for your continued service. As I have said before, strong libraries are

essential to strong communities. Thank you once again for the many ways you are serving your

community.

Sincerely,

1"w
Tre Hargett

Secretary of State

Enclosure : September 8, 2025, letter for reference



Tre Hargett
Secretary ofstate

State of Tennessee

The Secretary of State
State Capitol

Nashville, Tennessee 37243_030s

September g,2O2S

615-74t-2819
Tre.Hargeft@hsos.gov

To: Library Director

RE: Grant recipients' compliance with federal and state law
Dear Library Director,

As you know' I' as.well as the staff I.work with at the Tennessee State Library& Archives, are
iiEl:r#rt';o.'* 

libraries 
"r" .rr.r,rrr ,, .o"rs 

"o--uniti"r. This n nau,i"ntur berief is one

t:;iT*d#k.";.ffiHil,ffi#fll'ffi#hxffi il*,t"ll##:;',ffi :,.Hr;
As the agency'n111-q*'r''sters gtants, it is incumbent on the Tennessee State Library & Archives

to remind grant recipients that grdtfirn;.o,urru. rr.i'.*rirr*t with the grant conrract as we, as
federal' state' and local.law. r, F".i, ..rr, grant contract from the.Tenness.. siut. riu rary &Archivescontains a provision where.the ftiv;..;rirg fu;;;;.k 

"*i.og.. that ,,The 
Grantee sha, comorv

with all applicable state and realrariaws and Lgulati";l;;; performance of this Grant contract.i,Each grant recipient must be ti'an'i orihe requirements of siate and federar tu*, *t,r.r, can change.
For example' on January zo, 2ozs,,president Trump signed an Executive order entitled"Defending women rtotn c",,ott Il;;i"gy Extremism La. Restoring niological Truth ro the

Federal Government." This e*""r,i"1'6.Ji, pr"r"rir 
-ilo"r"r 

rr1a.-irir,[ri Ji..orr", present inii#,:,X"#r,:T;'H::',T,#::;Tfi, t, 
;;ilil;"?im being used ro promote gender

"Gender ideology" replaces the biological category of 
-sex 

with an ever-shiftingconcept of self-assessed gender identiti, q.;;?;;'rh". rutr. claim that males can:::lifl;U*iff.'r:,,H:*:j' uni ui.. ";,il ",d,"q,i.ing ui r' i,i, tit ti on. o r
isavastspectrumorgenders,il; jff ,:"Ho"T:t?ff,r"T.tg:,f.,"T;,,l}1,",,1.#is internaily inconsistJnt, in th;;J;Ji.ninirr,., ,.* .. 

"" 
ij"rrrfiabre or usefur .u,.gory

3Jl"lfffleless 
maintair. tt at ii i, por.iure for a;;;;r, to be born in rhe wrons



New laws also emerge at the state level. For example, Public Chapter 458, known as

the Dismantling DEI Departments Act, was passed earlier this year. It prevents governmental

entities from using discriminatory preferences to promote diversity, equity, or inclusion.

Libraries receiving grant funds must comply with laws or regulations, whether they have been in

place for years or havliecently become effective. If you have questions about compliance with grant

iontracts or federal or state law, I encourage you to contact your county attorney'

Thank you for the many ways that you are serving your community. I look forward to future visits,

and I am rooting for Your success' ,W
Secretary of State


